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History of India ams #j@s famfafae 19 w@ sfagce

“The third Board was responsible for the systematic registratjon
of births and deaths and we are expressly informed that the system of
registration was enforced for information of the Government as well
as for facility in levying the taxes. The taxation referred to probably
was a polltax at the rate of so much a head annually. Nothing in the
legislation of Chandra Gupta is so much astonishing to the observer
familiar with the lax method of ordinary oriental Governments than
this registration of births and deaths. ‘Lhe spontaneous adoption of
such a measure by an Indian Native State in modern times -is ynheard
of, and it is impossible to imagine an old fashioned Raja feeling anxious
that births and deaths among both high and low might not be
concealed. Even the Anglo-Indian administration with its complex
organisation and European notions of the value of statistical infor-
mation, did not attempt the collection of vital statistics until very recent
times, and always has experienced great difficulty in securing reasonable
accuracy in figures,

GFICA (AWM ANE. @ Y WAAfgS 2%, vzl T
%87, 220G Tg 27 234

“The Greek obscrvations on the subject of vital statistics are
illustrated by the regulations which require Nagaraka o1 town prefect
to register every arrival in or departure from his jurisdiction, He was
also bound to keep up a census statement giving in detail for each in-

habitant the sex, caste, name, family name, occupation, income,
expenditure and posscssions in cattle.

Breaches of the fiscal regulations were punishable usually by fine
or confiscation, but the penalty for wilful false statement was the same
as for theft, presumably matilations.
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“The First Census of the State was admittedly incomplete
and that of 1881 was also probably in accurate, so that the
abnormal increase of 171 per cent recorded and the very high
rate of 44 per cent returned in 1891 must be discounted, The
first reliable census was that of 1901 according which the
number of inhabitants was 26 per cent more than ten years
before.” =
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